
The rich diversity of CPTC’s 
students, faculty, and staff 

enhances learning and inspires 
innovation.

Your unique 
story, 

culture, and 
perspective 
bring life 
to our 

college. 
You belong here—
and we’re proud to 
have you in our CPTC 

family.

CPTC me,
Joyce loveday 
(She/hers)

President
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant 
from the Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).



Diversity is all about embracing 
the richness of multiple identities. 

Being a Lesbian, Black, White, and Native American female, I understand firsthand 

no single narrative defines any one person or group of people. I live in the in 

between spaces, where complex histories meet, where traditions intersect, and 

where understanding is both necessary and deeply personal. 

It means advocating for inclusion, and for all voices to 

be heard. But it also means grappling with tension - 

recognizing privilege in some spaces,  

while facing prejudice in others.  

Most of all, 

diversity to me is 
about connection, 
building bridges, 
and honoring the 
full humanity in 

others 
as I hope they will 

do for me.  

CPTC me,
Amy ehlers 
(She/hers) 
 
Employee Benefits Specialist
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant 
from the Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).



When I think of what diversity means to me, I think 
of the quote from the film maker, Ava Duvernay. She 

summed it up very well by saying, 

“When we’re talking 
about diversity, it’s 
not a box to check. 
It is a reality that 

should be deeply 
felt and held 
and valued by 

all of us.” 

We are all human and we 
should all love other and 
treat others how we want 

to be treated.

CPTC me,
chas l. gardner sr. 
(he/his) 
 
M.E.C. Coach & I-Best Step Instructor, 
Construction Program
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant from the Department of 
Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).



Born in Mexico and raised in America, 

I have learned the beauty of living 
with many cultures. Growing up, I 

embraced both my roots and the diverse 
world around me. I’ve come to 

deeply appreciate the uniqueness, 
traditions, and strengths that 

each culture offers. 

Diversity isn’t 
just something 

I witness—it’s a 
partof who I am. 

It has shaped my values, broadened 
my perspective, and inspired me to 

celebrate differences while finding 
common ground with others.

CPTC me,
edgar Morales 
(He/his) 
 
Workforce Development 
Eligibility Program Assistant
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant 
from the Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).



The Disability community is just as much a part of diversity and inclusion - when we 

provide equitable access to an individual, the benefit extends beyond that one person 

and positively impacts their community. Think of how subtitles, ramps, speech to text 

are now part of everyday life, and the betterment they have given to society: each 

of those were first created to provide accessibility to the Disability community. 

As a person with invisible disabilities who faced a lack of access and  

discrimination in their education, 

I strive hard to advocate for and 
support our students with disabilities 

as I have been there. My biggest ambition is to ensure that all 

students have accessible and adaptable education at CPTC, and see 

our students succeed no matter what. 

Every day I tell myself to be 
the person I needed, 

and I hope I can be 
that person 
for you.



I believe that in our garden, 

each person is a rare 
blossom singing their 
unique song.  
Beneath our feet, the roots 
intertwine in shared stories 

and belongingness.

 We must care for 
every sprout and 

flower while 
knowing that each 
makes our garden 
stronger, brighter, 

and so much 
deeper.

CPTC me,
emily english 
(She/hers) 
 
Assistant Director of Grant 
Development
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant 
from the Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).



“Diversity is not how we differ. 
Diversity is about embracing  
one another’s uniqueness.” 

-Ola Joseph.  

I like this quote because it serves as 
a reminder that while it’s often 
times easier to seek comfort in 
the things we know, growth and 
beauty is in the things we are 

unfamiliar with. 

By stepping outside of 
our usual spaces and 
embracing change we 
become open to new 

ideas, experiences 
and perspectives.

CPTC me,
jealisa aguilar 
(She/hers) 
 
Fiscal Specialist 2, Accounts Payable
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant from the 
Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).



“Never underestimate the power  
of being seen.” 

Diversity goes beyond 
the tangible differences 
we see and includes layers  
that are hidden beneath. 

Only through 
authentic 

connection and 
conversations 
can we begin 
to truly build 
relationships, 
and create a 
community. 

CPTC me,
Celiana Tupua 
(She/hers) 
 
Instructor, Nursing
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant 
from the Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).



CPTC me,
tolu taiwo 
(She/THEY) 
 
Associate Director  
for EDI & Campus Climate
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant 
from the Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).

“But I am not tragically colored. 
No, I do not weep at the world—I am too 

busy sharpening my oyster knife.” 
- Zora Neale Hurston

There is joy, for me, in being Black. I love my skin, my 
hair, my heritage, my community...even down to the  

way I wear my earrings, I love it all. Oftentimes, when folks talk about 

“diversity” in the room, they use deficit language 

for people who look like me.  

They make judgments about what we 

can and can’t do. For me, it’s not about 

ignoring racism and all systems of oppression 

present in the world. 

It’s about fighting them 
while taking joy in my 

Blackness, in understanding 
that I am the opposite of 

a deficit. 

My Black self is, in fact, glorious. 



“We all should know  
that diversity 

makes for  
a rich 

tapestry, 
and we must 

understand that 
all the threads of 
the tapestry are 
equal in value  
no matter 

their color.” 
— Maya Angelou, 
poet and civil rights activist  

CPTC me,
Keishawna A. smith 
(She/hers) 
 
Entry Services Coordinator
The contents of this publication were developed under a grant from the 
Department of Education (Carl D. Perkins Act).




